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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Morning Praise        Christian Worship Page 45 
Morning Praise © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission, including hymns 284, 501, 506, and Psalm 103  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN 284 – How Precious Is the Book Divine 
 

 
 

 

INVOCATION AND PRAYER 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON   Deuteronomy 5:7-16; 22 
God’s command to Israel was explicit:  Honor my representatives! 

 
DEUTERONOMY 5:7 “You shall have no other gods before me. 
 

  8 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above 

or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 9 You shall not bow down to them or 

worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for 

the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but 

showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 
 

  11 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not 

hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 
 

  12 “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD your God has 

commanded you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day 

is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor 

your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or 

any of your animals, nor the alien within your gates, so that your manservant and 

maidservant may rest, as you do. 15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the 

LORD your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. 

Therefore the LORD your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day. 
 

  16 “Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded 

you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD 

your God is giving you…. 
 

   … 22 These are the commandments the LORD proclaimed in a loud voice to your 

whole assembly there on the mountain from out of the fire, the cloud and the deep 

darkness; and he added nothing more. Then he wrote them on two stone tablets and gave 

them to me. 
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PSALM Psalm 103 

 

 
 

 

SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 6:1-4 
Paul reiterates God’s command to Israel for the New Testament Church. 

 
EPHESIANS 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your 

father and mother”--which is the first commandment with a promise-- 3 “that it may go 

well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 

 

    4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training 

and instruction of the Lord. 
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GOSPEL  Luke 2:41-51 
Jesus obeyed both his heavenly Father and his recognized parents on earth.  

 
LUKE 2:41 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover.         

42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom.      
43 After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed 

behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, 

they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and 

friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.        
46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at 

his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. 

His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have 

been anxiously searching for you.” 

 

    49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in 

my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

 

    51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his 

mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                   501 – Our Father, by Whose Name 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 
Ephesians 6:1-4 

 

Honor God’s Representatives 
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PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
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FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS  

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY    

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

For the people who are holy to the Lord and for all people according to their needs, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 

Brief silence  

 

For the Church on earth, that she would continue to proclaim the faithful God who keeps 

his covenant and shows steadfast love, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

For our Synod president, our district president, our circuit pastor, and all pastors in 

Christ, that they would serve with integrity and faithfulness and keep the Gospel ever 

before us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our Synod in convention, that all that we decide may be guided by Your Word and 

undertaken in prayer and that Your good and gracious will may be done among us, let us 

pray to the Lord:  Lord, have mercy. 

 
For our president, our governor; and all who make, administer and judge our laws, that 

they would lead with wisdom, seeking what is best for all and in accordance with God’s 

will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our life of prayer, that we would not neglect to pray to the God who has promised to 

hear us, and that we would rely more and more on Him who has made us His people, let 

us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.  

 

For our vocations, that we would come to see the various offices that God has given us to 

occupy as gifts through which we serve Him and our neighbors, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy.  

 

For the sick and those in need, [especially _______________,] that they know that 

nothing shall separate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus, and that they know the 

peace of His presence in the midst of their trials, let us pray to the Lord, Lord, have 

mercy. 
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For those who mourn, that they be comforted with the sure and certain hope of the 

resurrection of the dead and life eternal with those they love who have died in the faith, 

let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord, You have called us according to Your purpose and cause all things to work together 

for our good. Keep us safe until that day when You gather us with all the saints into Your 

Kingdom, which knows no end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, 

  your will be done  

   on earth as in heaven.   

 Give us today our daily bread.   

 Forgive us our sins,  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.   

 Lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.   

 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours   

  now and forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 506 – Oh, Blest the House, Whate’er Befall 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 

M O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us 

safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day 

we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us 

to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C     Amen. 
 



[14] 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Order for Morning Praise 
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CLOSING HYMN                  Because He Lives  
© 1971 William J. Gaither, Inc.   (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management) 

 

Led by the contemporary choir 

The congregation is invited to join in singing  

 

1. God sent his son, they called him Jesus, 

He came to love, heal and forgive. 

He lived and died to buy my pardon, 

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives. 

 

Chorus 

Because he lives 

I can face tomorrow 

Because he lives 

All fear is gone 

Because I know he holds the future 

And life is worth the living 

Just because he lives 

 

 

2. How sweet to hold a newborn baby, 

And feel the pride and joy he gives, 

But greater still the calm assurance: 

This child can face uncertain days because he lives. 

 

Chorus 

 

 

3. And then one day I'll cross the river, 

I'll fight life's final war with pain. 

And then, as death gives way to vict'ry, 

I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know he reigns. 

 

Chorus 

 

 

 

After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 
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